January 10, 2005

Chairman Welshman Ncube, Parliamentary Legal Committee
Parliament of Zimbabwe
Nelson Mandela / 3rd St. Box C& 298, Causeway
Harare, Zimbabwe
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Dear Mr. Chairman,

I am deeply concerned by the government's plans to enact the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Bill. I believe that the NGO Bill restricts the rights of human rights defenders to freedom of expression, assembly and association, and is inconsistent with national and international human rights standards. Furthermore, Articles 1, 2 and 17 of the bill, in particular, contravene the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, reaffirmed by the African Commission on Human and People's Rights, which guarantees everyone the right to solicit, receive and utilize resources for the expressed purpose of promoting and protecting human rights through peaceful means.

I am especially concerned that the implementation of the NGO Bill will have grave implications not only for human rights defenders but also for the many victims of human rights violations who receive support and care from these organizations. The African Commission on Human and People's Rights acknowledged the importance of the work by human rights defenders when it adopted a resolution that recognized them as crucial contributors in defending human rights, democracy and the rule of law in Africa at its 35th session in 2004. 

I urge you to please call on the Ministers of Parliament not to pass the NGO Bill unless it is revised to be consistent with national and international human rights standards. I am also respectfully requesting that you urge the Ministers of Parliament to ensure that the Bill does not result in threats to or violations of the rights of human rights defenders.

I am anxiously awaiting your response to this issue.
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Sincerely,
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