19 July 2005


Dear Sir:
On 21 June Health worker Octavio Acuna was found bleeding to death from multiple stab wounds in the condom shop (condoneria) he ran in Queretaro. Nothing was reportedly stolen from the shop, indicating that the motive was not robbery.

Mr. Acuna campaigned on various human rights issues, and also worked for the Asociacion Queretana de Educacion para la Sexualidad, or Aquesex (Quereteran Association for Sexual Education). A few weeks before he was killed, Octavio Acuna had spoken at a public meeting, condemning this inaction and the discrimination he had experienced at the hands of the CEDH and the local authorities.

I am writing to express concern that the murder of Octavio Acuna may have been a homophobic hate crime, and would appreciate an immediate, impartial and thorough investigation into the matter.

In addition, I am calling on the authorities to guarantee the safety his partner, members the Asociacion Queretana de Educacion para la Sexualidad and others campaigning for the rights of sexual minorities in the city, and to give them the protection they have requested. I insist that all lines of investigation into the murder of Octavio Acuna and other apparent hate crimes are followed impartially and effectively, so that partners or other members of the gay community are not unfairly blamed or harassed.
Finally, I would like to remind you that the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders recognizes the legitimacy of the activities of human rights defenders and their right to carry out their activities without any restrictions or fear of reprisals.

I appreciate your prompt and thorough attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

